
The Study of Buddhist Religious Field 

Based on Buddhalogy and Buddha-bhakti 
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Pāli Sources which contained the facts of 

Sākyamuni Buddha  

Important Guidelines for the study of the origin

and development of Buddhalogy or Buddha-

bhakti.

I. Suttas which contained more pure human

characteristics of Sākyamuni Buddha.

II. Suttas which contained the facts that

superhuman characteristics, miracles, and divine

connections of Sākyamuni Buddha.
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III.Sources which contained
superhuman characteristics and
divine connections of Sākyamuni
Buddha.

IV.Sources which contained origin of
new concepts: Multi-Buddhas ,
multi-Bodhisattvas, Trikāya (three
bodies of the Buddha) Pāramitā
(perfections) Dasa–bhūmi (Ten
stages of Bodhisattva career) etc.
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The Pāli Sources can be divided into few 

periods: 

1.The first period –i, ii.

M.Ariyapariyesana,Acchariyaabbhūta, Bodhirāja.

SN. Pabbajjā, Padhāna, Nālaka.

D.Mahāpadāna, Mahāgovinda, Mahāparinibbāna.

2.The second Period- I, and ii.

Mahākandhaka of Mahāvaggapāli in

Vinayapiṭaka,

3.The third period –iii.

Buddhavaṃsa, Caryāpiṭaka, and Apadāna (2nd and 1st

centuries B.C and developed untill 5th century B.C.

These books were influenced by Mahāvastu and

Lalitavistara) 4



4.Fourth period- after 5th century A.D., Pāli

commentaries, Preface of Commentary

to Jātaka, (Jātakaṭṭhakathā and
commentaries to Buddhavaṃsa,
Cariyāpiṭaka and Apadāna)

5. Fifth period- after period of Pāli

commentaries.

Jinacarita, Sampinditamahānidāna,

Jinavaṃsadīpa Mahākāvya (epic)
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Mixed- Sanskrit Sources 

6.Sixth period- Mixed Sanskrit and sectarian

Biographies of the Buddha and the

Development of the Buddha-bkakti.

Mahāvastu and Lalitavistara. (2nd century

B.C - before Buddhavaṃsa, Cariyāpiṭka

and Apadāna)
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Sanskrit Sources

7.Seventh Period-

Saddharmapuṇḍarīkasūtra (1 B.C to 1 A.D)

Daśabhūmikasūtra, Sukhāvativiyuhasūtra (1 A.D)

8.Later Sanskrit Sources (Mahāyāna)–

Buddhacarita by Aśvaghoṣa,

Abhiniṣkramaṇasūtra,Bodhicaryāvatāra,

Bodhisattvabhūmi, etc.
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1.The first period –I, ii.

M.Ariyapariyesana, Acchariyaabbhūta, Bodhirāja

S. Pabbajjā, Padhāna, Nālaka

D. Mahāpadāna, Mahāgovinda, Mahāparinibbaāna

Ariyapariyesanasutta- records simple biography of

Sākyamuni Buddha.

Example: The great Renounce of the Prince Siddhatta

–while parents and other relatives crying he, having cut

his hires and wearing yellow clothes, renounced and

left the palace in his young age. But, in later Pāli

sources records the same incident that with the help of

gods and while miracles are happening he left the

palace. 8



Pabbajjāsutta

This consists of 19 gathās(stanzas) to
explain mendicant ascetic Siddhārtha’s
meeting with King Bimbisāra. All the
incidents of this meeting are reported
without any divine connections and
unbelievable miracles happening, except
the two: The Mahā Brahmin Sahampati’s
invitation for the Buddha to preach
Dhamma and mentioning of Māra.
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Mahāpadhānasutta

The dogma of the six Buddha’s who were the

predecessors of the Sākyamuni Buddha and

the entire legend of the Buddha provided

with numerous miracles especially, the

miracles of the conception and birth, are

presupposed. Many suttas like

Acchariyaabbhūta, Bodhirāja, Mahāgovinda,

Nālaka, depicted the Buddha as super natural

being rather than the great human being.
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Mahāparinibbānasutta- is very special

because it contains all the characteristics

underline above number i, ii and iii.

Mahākandhaka of Mahāvaggapāli in

Vinayapiṭaka

This contained more pure human characteristics

of Sākyamuni Buddha and somewhere else

records several superhuman characteristics,

miracles, and divine connections. As examples:

Yamakaprātihārya “The miracle of the double

appearances” (Twin Miracles) to three jaṭilas,

Sahampati’s invitation to preach dhamma etc.
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Mixed -Sanskrit Sources 

6.Sixth period- Mixed Sanskrit and sectarian 

Biographies of the Buddha and the Development of 

Buddha-bhakti  

Mahāvastu and Lalitavistara (2nd century B.C)

Mahāvastu –the Book of the Great Events

Biography of the Buddha in the Mahāvastu is 
related the ‘Avadāna (literature)’ or a 

 Miraculous history (of The Buddha) which 
developed later in Sanskrit literature.  

 The book is belonged to the one of the Hīnayāna

sub-sect , Lokottaravādins of Mahāsaṅghika. 

The Lokottaravādins said: all the Buddhas are 
supra-mundane.
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“Nothing in the perfectly Awakened Ones is

comparable to anything in the world but

everything connected with the great Rishis

(The Buddha) is exalted above the world.

They washed their wash their feet although no

dust attaches to them, they sit under the shade

although the heat of the sun does not oppress

them, they take nourishment although they are

never troubled with hunger, they use medicine

although they have diseases”. Mahāvastu p

V, 1, 198(Windish)

So the Mahāvastu exaggerates the Buddha as a

supra-mundane being (lokottara). 13



It divided the biography of the Buddha

into three sections:

i. From Dīpaṅkara Buddha to Sākyamuni

bodhisattva.

ii.From Tushita heaven to birth and to

become The Buddhahood.

iii.From Buddhahood to the first discourse

and to the origin of monastic disciplines.
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Apart from this, there are many other generic
concepts which caused for the origin of Mahāyāna
Buddhism.

They are: Multi-Buddhas, multi-Bodhisattvas,
two kāya (two bodies of the Buddha)Buddhakṣetra
(Buddha realms) six Pāramitā (perfections) Dasa -
bhūmi(Ten stages of Bodhisattva career) four
caryā, ten tala etc.

Dasa -bhūmi(Ten stages of Bodhisattva career)-

i. Durāroha vi. Rūpavatī

ii. Buddhamātā vii. Durjayā

iii. Pushpamaṇḍitā viii.Janmanirdeśa

iv. Rucirā ix. Yauvarāja

v. citta vistarā x. Abhiṣheka. 
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Six Pāramitā-dāna, sīla, naiṣkramya, pragñā, vīrya,

kṣānti

Two kāya (two bodies of the Buddha)

Buddhakṣetra- Buddha realms

Four Caryā and ten Tala–i. prakṛuti caryā (still not

a bodhisattva) ii. Praṇidhāna caryā(doing

commitment to attain Buddhahood) iii. Anuloma

caryā (become 1 to 8 tala) iv. Avivarta caryā.

(Completing 8 and 9 tala bodhisattva attain tenth tala

and born in Tushita heaven. Later our/bodhisattva

completed it under the Bodhi tree in Gayā).
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Period:

Deciding the composition period is very
complicated but considering antiquity of its
language, it should be started to compose in the
second century B.C., and continued to fourth
century A.D.

Lalitavistara – This is regarded as one of the most
sacred Mahāyāna texts, as a Vaiphulya Sūtra. This
belonged to Sarvāstivāda School attached to the
Hīnayāna. The title of the Lalitavistara denotes the
meaning of “exhaustive narrative of the sport of the
Buddha”. Thus the life work of the Buddha on
earth is characterized as the diversion (Lalita-
krīḍā)) of a super natural being. It has 27 chapters.
Thus is written in mix Sanskrit language.
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“The gods not only provide a celestial house as

maternity chamber for Māyā but they also create

a palace with precious stones in her womb so

that the Bodhisattva may not be made impure

during the ten months in his mother’s

womb…………Even when he was in his

mother’s womb the unborn Bodhisattva delights

the gods through pious preaching, and god

Brahma is at his beck and call.” Lalitavistara

(Winternitze P240).
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“Just like the conception of the Bodhisattva so also
his birth takes place to the accompaniment of
mighty miracles and omens. In the Lumbini grove,
he is born to Māyā in the well-known manner
portrayed in numerous sculptures, however, not as
an ordinary human child but as an omniscient
exalted being, as a ‘Mahāpuruṣa’, a ‘great spirit’.
While lotus flowers sprout up under his footsteps,
the new born baby, announcing his greatness, take
seven steps in each of the six cardinal directions”.
Lalitavistara (Winternitze P 240)
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“ –the tiny Bodhisattva marched into the school to

learn writings. The poor schoolmaster cannot stand

the splendor of the Bodhisattva and falls down to

the floor. The gods raises him and pacifies him

saying that although the Bodhisattva is omniscient

and has no need to learn anything, yet following the

usual way of the world, he has come to school”.

Lalitavistara (Winternitze P242).

Lalitavistara has lifted the Sākyamuni Buddha as

a god above all the other gods. These extravagant

supra-mundane narrations perhaps, helped for

the development of Buddha-bhakti culture

through Avadāna literature in Mahāyāna

Buddhism. 20



Saddharmapuṇḍarīkasūtra- this is one of the

nine suttas of the Mahāyāna which started to

write from 1 B.C to 1 A.D. Sākyamuni Buddha,

who became the Buddhahood and while living in

eternally preaches dhamma for the benefit of the

world as a father. This eternal nature is named as

‘dharmakāya’. But he has another kāya called

‘Nirmāṇakāya’ which makes understand the

human beings that they can attain nibbāna. For

this the Nirmāṇakāya uses ‘Upāyakauśalya’ (skill

in means).
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This sutta says that according the different capability of

different people, though they use three ways:

Śrāvakayāna, Buddhayāna and Pacchekabuddhayāna, but

really has only one way (ekayāna) that is the

Buddhayāna. Through this buddhayāna people end their

saṃsāra. To denote this ekayāna concept, the sutta

pointed out a very important simile: As a father who

rescues his sons from a firing house the Buddha also

rescues the people from the saṃsāra. So the basic

teachings of this sutta are :

I. Dharmakāya and Nirmāṇakāya

II. Upāyakauśalya (skill in means),

III.Ekayāna

IV. Eternality of the Sākyamuni Buddha

V. Realm of the Sākyamuni Buddha (Buddhakṣetra). 
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The sutta also explains:

i. Bodhisattva career,

ii. Six pāramitās,

iii. śūnyatā nature of the Universe

iv. Pragñāpāramitā

v. Buddha nature –tathatā, tathāgatagarbha.

vi. Amitābha Buddha and his Sukhāvatī world
(24th chapter-there is no females).

Sukhāvatīvyuhasūtra-(The Larger Sukhāvatī-
vyuhasūtra, The Smaller Sukhāvati-vyuhasūtra,
Amutāyur-Dhyāna-sūtra)
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The Larger Sukhāvati-vyuhasūtra(The

Description of the Land of Bliss - 1 A.D) Monk

named Dharmākara asked the Buddha

Lokeśvararāja how to create a Buddha

realm(buddhakṣetra). After following guidelines

such as profound meditation, he became the

Amitābha buddha in Sukhāvati Buddha Realm.

To be born in this world, one has two means:

svayambala (by the means of individual effort)

and parambala (by the means of the external

helper-Amitābha Buddha) the sutta proclaimed

the power of Amitābha Buddha as ‘savior’.
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The Smaller Sukhāvati-vyuhasūtra-only one 

means that is ‘parambala’. 

Amutāyur-dhyāna-sūtra-meditate on Buddha 

Amitābha. 

Daśabhūmikasūtra- explains the spiritual 

development of a bodhisattva career to become the 

Buddhahood

• i. Pramuditā (dāna) 

• ii. Wimalā (sīla) 

• iii Prabhākarī (naiṣkramya) 

• iv. Arciṣmātī (pragñā) 

• v. Sudurjayā (vīrya) 

• vi. Abhimukhī (kṣānti) Aniśkleṣa and Asaṃskleṣa.
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vii. Dūraṃgamā (upāyakauśalya) 

viii. Acalā (bala) 

ix. Sādhumatī (ñāna) 

x. Dharmameghā (indriya). 

There are many other sūtras which contained 

the bhūmi concept. They are : 

Pragñāpāramitāsūtra, Yogācārabhūmi, 

……etc.  

Buddhacarita mahākāvya- By Aśvagoṣa

Bodhicaryāvatāra
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