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Principal Aims & Objectives of Buddhist Philosophy of Education 

 

The primary objective of Buddhist philosophy of education is the development of the individual and the 

development of the society. The development of the individual according to Buddhist education is the 

development of individual personality–wholesome transformation of character. The individual’s personality 

is of two aspects as inner character and behavioural character. Inner character is the development of mental 

qualities and mind and the behavioural character is the development of bodily and verbal actions. In other 

words, the aims of Buddhist philosophy of education include the development of individual’s mental 

actions, verbal actions and bodily actions for the welfare and happiness of oneself and others in the society, 

the protection and preservation of all resources, flora and fauna in the environment and the restoration and 

establishment of peaceful and harmonious existence in the society and the world.  

   

Development of Individual – personality development – wholesome transformation of character 

Major Qualities that should be developed in individual 

Saddhā – confidence / faith / conviction  

Viriya – energy / exertion   

Sīla – virtue / wholesome behaviour   

Cāga – generosity / self–sacrifice   

Sutā – learning / listening  

Sammā-diṭṭhi – Right view  

Sati – mindfulness / awareness / alertness  

Samādhi – sustained attention or Concentration  

Paññā – wisdom  

 

Saddhā – value of confidence (saddhā) 

  

Saddhā is the wise and factual conviction (deep devotion and sincere respect) towards the qualities of the 

Noble Teacher (nine qualities), the Noble Teaching (six qualities) and the Noble Disciples (nine qualities). 

Saddhā (conviction) includes three aspects. 

(1) Social aspect (whom to trust) – how to recognize good people, and why one should associate with them. 

(2) Intellectual aspect (what to believe) 

(3) Practical aspect (how to act as a result) 

These three aspects of saddhā are inseparably intertwined because saddhā (conviction) is focused on a 

course of action — the skillful mastery of the processes of kamma in a social context. The social aspect 

comes from the need to associate with people who have already mastered these processes, learning from 

their words and following their actions. The intellectual aspect — belief in the principle of kamma — is 

necessary because the development of skillfulness within the mind requires that one understand the nature of 

kamma, take responsibility for one’s actions, and have conviction in one’s ability to benefit from developing 
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one’s skills. The practical aspect is necessary because if one does not follow the process and develop skill, it 

shows that one’s saddhā in the development of skillfulness is not genuine, and that one is not fully 

benefiting from one’s saddhā. 

 

The three basic teachings related to good people 

 

The three basic teachings of good people that can be taken as criteria for judging whether a person qualifies 

as good are as follows. One should associate the people who appreciate (i) the practice of generosity, (ii) the 

practice of going forth into the homeless life and (iii) the practice of giving service to one’s parents. One 

should associate them because their wisdom and motives can be trusted. Thus, the social and intellectual 

aspect of saddhā interacts in that way of knowing whether to associate with a person by listening to what 

that person teaches since the teachings of good people enable one to know what is good. 

Moreover, positive qualities to look for in a good person are saddhā in (i) the principle of kamma, (ii) 

generosity, (iii) virtue, and (iv) discernment (wisdom). People who teach these qualities and practise them in 

their lives qualify as good. In the Buddhist monkhood, a student does not take a lifetime vow of obedience 

to a teacher. If he feels that the teacher does not really practise the above qualities, he is free to leave the 

teacher in search of another. It was just as the Ascetic Gotama did leaving Ālārakālama and Udakarāmaputta 

when he could not learn what he expected. 

The verbal knowledge can be taken with the association of good people (learning under a good teacher) and 

this is the social aspect of saddhā. One such knowledge that is intellectual aspect is mundane right view: 

There is what is given, what is offered, what is sacrificed. There are fruits and results of good and bad 

actions. There is this world and the next world. There is mother and father. There are spontaneously reborn 

beings; there are priests and contemplatives who, faring rightly and practicing rightly, proclaim this world 

and the next after having directly known and realized it for themselves.  

Four factors of the faculty of conviction (Saddhā Indriya) 

To understand the nature of Saddhā, it is necessary to know the four factors of the faculty of conviction for 

stream-entry (sotāpatti). These four factors are prerequisites for stream-entry: (i) association with good 

people, (ii) listening to the true Dhamma, (iii) appropriate attention (yonisomanasikāra) and (iv) practice in 

accordance with the Dhamma. Conviction (saddhā) is a quality that leads to stream-entry. Unwavering 

(unshakable) conviction (aveccappāsāda) in the Buddha (teacher), Dhamma (teaching), and Saṅgha 

(followers) develops in a person who has entered the stream-entry. Only on the attainment of arahantship 

does knowledge (wisdom) become so complete that conviction (saddhā) is no longer required. 

Saddhā is so necessary that one will listen to the advice of the good people (kalyāṇamitta) who point out the 

drawbacks of the hindrances (nīvaraṇa). A person with firm conviction in the teaching can follow the 

Buddhist path – mindfulness (sati) and concentration practices and gain positive results from them.  


