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Definitions of Education 

Several definitions and clarifications of education according to Dictionaries, Encyclopaedias, scholars and 

educationists are as follows. 

 

Etymological Definitions  

 

1. The term „educate‟ derived from the (late Middle English) Latin term „educat‟, „educo‟, „educatum.‟  

The word education is derived from Latin, „educo‟. „e‟ means „out of‟ and „duco‟ means to lead. 

conveying the idea of, „leading one from the darkness (< Latin „e‟) to the sphere of light‟ or „lead out 

darkness into brightness.‟  

2. The Sanskrit term „Adyāpana means „instructions, lecturing or studying‟ (Williams, Monier, 2003). In 

analysis,  Adhi+ Āp= Adyāpana  meaning of raising someone above the rest. It means following the path 

under the instructions of a teacher or a master. In further analysis, Adhi+Ayana= Adhyayana, it means 

going forward by oneself. 

3. „Pedagogy‟ (Greek). It is derived from the term pedegogo‟s conveying the meaning of one who guides 

the child. 

4. Early Buddhism  

The Pali terms, Sikkhā (learning) / Sikkhāpana (teaching) / Sikkhāpaka (teacher) 

Sikkhā is derived from the verb sikkhati which means training instructing, disciplining, cultivating, 

developing etc. 

The terms such as „ajjhāpana‟ ajjheti, are derived from the root adhi, conveying the idea of directing the 

mind forwards observation and understanding. 

Dictionaries 

5. According to the Oxford English Dictionary, „educate‟ means „give intellectual, moral and social 

instruction and also train and give information on a particular subject.  

6. “The process of teaching or learning in a school or college, or the knowledge that you get from this.” 

Cambridge Advanced Learner‟s Dictionary (Third Edition). 

7. “The process of educating or being educated, the theory and practice of teaching, information about or 

training in a particular subject.” Concise Oxford English Dictionary (Eleventh Edition). 

8. “The action or process of educating or of being educated, the knowledge and development resulting from 

the process of being educated.” Merriam Webster (Dictionary since 1828). 

9. “The activities of educating or instructing; activities that impart knowledge or skill.” Offline English 

Dictionary. 

10. “Education (is)... imparting or acquisition of knowledge; mental or moral training; cultivation of the 

mind, feelings and manners. And “Education ... connotes all those processes cultivated by a given 

society as means for the realization in the individuals of the ideals of the community as a whole.” 

(Duhaime‟s Law Dictionary) 

11. “Education is a conscious and deliberate effort to create an atmosphere of learning and the learning 

process so that learners are actively developing the potential for him to have the spiritual strength of 

religious, self-control, personality, intelligence, noble character, and the skills needed themselves and 

society.” Wikipedia  
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12. Education means “Leading one from the unreal to the real.” From darkness to the light and from death to 

immorality (asato mā sadgamaya, tamaso mā jyotirgamaya, mṛutyor mā amṛtaṃgamaya)  Brhadāraṇyaka 

Upanisad – a celebrated Philosophical text of ancient India.   

13.  According to New World Encyclopedia (https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Education), 

“Education encompasses teaching and learning specific skills, and also something less tangible but 

more profound: the imparting of knowledge, positive judgment and well-developed wisdom. Education 

has as one of its fundamental aspects the imparting of culture from generation to generation 

(see socialization), yet it more refers to the formal process of teaching and learning found in the school 

environment. 

Education means “to draw out,” facilitating the realization of self-potential and latent talents of an 

individual. It is an application of pedagogy, a body of theoretical and applied research relating to 

teaching and learning and draws on many disciplines such as psychology, philosophy, computer science, 

linguistics, neuroscience, sociology and anthropology.” 

Education Philosophy 

“The philosophy of education is the study of the purpose, nature and ideal content of education. Related 

topics include knowledge itself, the nature of the knowing mind and the human subject, problems of 

authority, and the relationship between education and society. At least since Locke‟s time, the philosophy 

of education has been linked to theories of developmental psychology and human development.” 

 

Scholars’ & Educationists’ Views on Education  

 

14. “Ideally, education is the principal tool of human growth, essential for transforming the unlettered child 

into a mature and responsible adult.” Bhikkhu Bodhi (Newsletter BPS 1997 No 35). 

15. “By education I mean an all-round drawing out of the best in child and man-body, mind and spirit.” 

Mahatma Gandhi (Quoted by J. C. Aggarwal.  “Theory and Principles of Education Philosophical and 

Sociological Bases of Education”, Delhi: Vikas Publishing House, 1998, p. 24.)  

16. “Education is the process of training man to fulfill his aim by exercising all the faculties to the fullest 

extent as a member of society.” Aristotle  

17. “Education means the bringing out of the ideas of universal validity which are latent in the mind of every 

man.” Socrates 

18. “Education is all one with growing; it has no end beyond itself. (Education is everything along with 

growth; education itself has no final destination behind him.)”  John Dewy (1978) 

19. Education is useful in the forward march in quality development using personal and social experiences. 

Education is the process of remaking experience, giving it a more socialized value through increased 

individual experience, by giving the individual better control over his own powers (The Philosophy of 

John Dewey, 1989). 

20. Education is an attempt, developed to inculcate lofty ideals in the mind of children (R. S. Peters Concept 

of the Education, p.5). 

21. Training the students to useful and productive roles is education (R. S. Peters Ethics and Education, p.31).  

22. Education is giving training in civilization (Unesco, Humanism and Education in East and West, p.79) 

23. Education is to direct the students towards the desired goals (Upali De Seram, Educational Criteria, 

p.20). 

24. “Correct education disposes the child to take the path that will lead him to truth when he has reached the 

age to understand it, and to goodness when he has acquired the faculty of recognizing and loving it.” 

(Rousseau, Jean Jacques, 1939). 
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https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Socialization
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Pedagogy
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Psychology
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Philosophy
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Computer_science
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Neurology
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Sociology
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Anthropology
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